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3us6ce Department sources 
cdtifi^med yesterday that the 
department has not been able 
to find any grounds under 
federal law to prosecute 
Ceptrql Intelligence Agency 
officials involved in plots to 
assassinate foreign leaders. 

^hey added, however, that a 
formal decision must be made 
by. Attorney General Edward 
H: Levi, and said that he has 
not made up his mind about 
whether to order the closing of 
the investigation. 

. The Senate intelligence 
cdhimittee, in a report issued 
in November, said that from 
1960 through 1970 the CIA was 
involved in unsuccessful plots 
against nine foreign leaders, 
including eight separate at- 
tempts to kill Cuban Premier 
Fidel Castro. 

Lawyers* from the Justice I 
Department’s Criminal 
Dfttsjon, which has been 
renewing the CIA.'s activities, 
have UUU concluded that no 
f^fefal laws were violated in 
rarest to the assassination 
pSts and that there is no 
st&ufe that. could provide a 
b|$i5f for prosepution. The 
sources said Levi had been 
aSKised informally of these 
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ent’s director of 
information. “All the 
research appears to indicate 
tfit there’s no applicable 
hjeral statute.” 

JJavel said that prosecution 
a&the state: level might be 
pC^sible, but added that he 
of no existing evidence 
at might bring the 
^tions of CIA complicity 
g plots within the reach of 
elaws. 

je and other Justice 
EJJjartment sources stressed 
that investigation of illegal 
tSiviiies allegedly engaged in 
b|j the „CIA’ is; continuing. 
TSese include charges of 
u&uthorized wiretaps and 
owning of private mail, at 
least Richard M. Helms 
“ jured Wiriself -before it 
nte committee, 
me Justice Department 
said that investigation 
hese other, charges was 
ig hampered hy difficulty 
iC obtaining:' relevant 
tatimony and other material 
iirdhe hands of the Senate 
intelligence committee. The 
csjpimittee is tentatvely ex- 
pacted' to ote Friday on 
vBether to give the requested 
(terial to the department 
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